
Assessing Phonological Awareness - K-2

Have Conversations - What to Say

Here are some questions and prompts teachers can use to nurture 

phonological awareness and collect formative assessment information during 
a variety of literacy learning experiences:


What sound do you hear at the beginning of the word?

What sound do you hear at the end of the word?

What sound do you hear in the middle of the word?

Listen to this word (ex: hat). If we change the first sound to (ex: /b/) what 
would the new word be?

Listen to this word (ex: hop). If we change the last sound to (ex: /t/) what 
would the new word be?

Listen to this word (ex: fox). If we change the middle sound to (ex: /i/) what 
would the new word be?

Let’s say this word slowly. What are all of the sounds you hear in this word?

What 2 words rhyme on this page? In this song? In this poem?

What word can you think of that rhymes with ____?

Let’s clap the syllables in this word. How many syllables do we hear?

We’ve been learning about ___ word family. Show me a word with that word 
family on this page (in this song/poem).

Listen to the word ____ (ex: frog). If we take away the /r/ sound, what word 
do we have?


According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade? 
Click here for an overview document

Make Observations

Teachers can notice and make observations about students’ understanding of 

phonological awareness during whole class, small group and independent 
literacy and playful learning experiences such as:


Literacy centres

Guided reading


Games

Interactive writing


Story workshop/Writer’s workshop

Morning messages

Literacy talks


Songs and poems

Shared reading


Read alouds

The SPARK (Screening for Phonemic Awareness Richmond Kindergarten) is a 
1:1 assessment that can give us additional information and help us plan for 

instruction to nurture phonemic awareness moving forward. 


Winter of Kindergarten - SPARK with K students

Spring of Kindergarten - Re-assess some K students


Fall of Gr. 1 - Re-assess some students


Click here for the SPARK document


Click here for sample tracking pages to help monitor student progress.


https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/group/alp4pgq/Documents/Literacy%20Structures%20and%20Routines/Early%20Literacy%20Pillars%20-%20One%20pagers/Curriculum%20connections/Phonological%20Awareness%20-%20Curriculum%20connections%20K-2.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Literacy-Centres-in-the-Primary-Grades.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Guided-Reading.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Writing-in-Early-Primary.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Story-Workshop-Optimize.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Writing-in-Early-Primary.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Richmond-SPARK-2022-2023.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Literacy-Talks.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Teacher-notes-on-teaching-with-Rhymes.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Read-Aloud-Strategies.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/early-literacy-monitoring-progress-sample-tracking-pages/
https://youtu.be/Ev04wvAr_Gw



