
 

Provide lots of time for writing - Writer’s Workshop

Students can be invited to use 
different genres and forms of texts 
to create and communicate their 
ideas and stories. This can be a 
time for students to practice using 
a variety of concepts of text in 
their own writing. 


This might also include 
opportunities to edit writing, 
paying attention to punctuation, 
sentence structure and idea 
formation. 


Click here for more ideas. 

Try Reader’s Theatre

Model and practice paying attention 
to punctuation and reading with 
expression and intonation to represent 
how a character is feeling and the 
mood of the story.  Consider how to 
captivate an audience. 

Having trouble finding scripts? Create 

your own based on your students’ 
favourite books.


Click here for more ideas. 

Developing Concepts of Text - Gr. 3-5
Concepts of text are an essential component of reading and writing development. They include:


Identifying and creating different forms and genres of text

Considering purpose, audience and perspective in exploring and creating texts


Identifying and using structures and elements of story

Identifying and using text features


Identifying and using different sentence structures

Identifying and using punctuation (comma, quotation marks, apostrophe)


Work with Non-fiction Text Features

Explore, identify and use text 
features to support comprehension 
while reading non-fiction. Students 
can also be invited to use text 
features to help communicate 
ideas in their own writing. 


Click here for more ideas for 
working with non-fiction texts.


Try a Genre Sort

Invite students to look at a 
variety of texts and sort them 
based on what they notice.

What features do you notice?

What features are similar and 
different?

What is the purpose?

What genres do you enjoy 
reading and why?

Make sure to read aloud different genres!


Use Mentor Texts to Study an author’s Craft 

Try an explode the text (click here 
for a video) with a passage from a 
text to look closely at how an 
author crafted that passage: types 
sentences, punctuation, text 
features, ideas, elements of story 
etc. 

Use read alouds to study an 
author’s craft and to look at how 
authors communicate their ideas 
and stories. Click here for ideas. 


Write In front of and With Students

By writing in front of students and 
thinking aloud while writing, teachers 
can model concepts of text such as 
using punctuation, using different 
sentence structures, using text features 
and considering audience purpose 
and perspective. 


This is also a great way to 
co-construct criteria for 
independent writing with 
your students. 


Developing an 
understanding of concepts 

of text will help students 
communicate their ideas 

C T
As thinkers, students can 

practice thinking critically about 
how a text is written. Students 

can also use text features to help 
them make meaning. 

Make sure your class library has a variety of 
genres and types of texts for students to 

choose during independent reading.


Forms of text: oral, written, 
visual, digital, land


Genres of text: narrative, 
expository, report, 

graphic, poetry


https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Working-with-Non-Fiction-Texts-edit.pdf
https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/group/alp4pgq/Documents/Pillars%20of%20Literacy%20Gr.%203-5/Audio%20clips/Gr.%203-5%20writing%20sample%201.mov
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Writing-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8F-lNgawcc&list=PLwD5gaAZPrja2JF7hmeXvlEVQCzOwEhHX&index=15&t=4s
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Read-Alouds-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Intermediate-Readers-Theatre-One-Pager-edit.pdf


Assessing Concepts of Text Gr. 3-5

What to Notice

Here are examples of what we might notice about concepts of text as 

students engage in different literacy learning experiences and read and write 
more complex texts. 


The student:

Reads and writes a variety of genres and forms of text

Identifies and uses a variety of text features and can explain their purpose

Uses text features to effectively locate information

Uses text features effectively and clearly in their writing

Writes with a clear purpose and topic

Includes a clear introduction and a logical conclusion

Considers audience and perspective in writing

Logically sequences events of a story: includes description of characters, 
setting and events

Includes dialogue in story writing

Uses a variety of sentence lengths and patterns

Uses a variety of sentence structures (simple, compound, complex) that 
include subject, verb, adjectives, adverbs and/or dependent clauses.

Uses simple punctuation correctly and is learning how to use commas, 
quotation marks and apostrophes

Makes some errors in spelling, sentence structure and punctuation but those 
errors do not interfere with meaning

Here are some ways teachers can gather assessment information 
about concepts of text:


• Observations during read alouds, literacy talks, lit circles, 
independent reading, working with non-fiction texts, writing and 
other whole class or small group literacy learning experiences

• Observations and conversations during short reading and writing 
conferences

• Artifacts such as student writing or a video of a student talking 
about a text

Click here to watch a video of a reading conference.

Click here to watch a video of a writing conference. 


What do you notice? 

What is the teacher doing and saying to support the student’s development 

of concepts of text?

What pieces of information about the student’s understanding of concepts of 

text can we gather from these conferences?


Click here for sample tracking pages to help monitor student progress.


The BC Performance Standards 
(quick scales) are a tool that 

can support reading and 
writing assessment.


Click here


According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade? 
Click here for an overview document


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e50REi1mg2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRiWiwdawPs
https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/group/alp4pgq/Documents/Pillars%20of%20Literacy%20Gr.%203-5/Proficiency%20Indicators/Concepts%20of%20Text%20-%20Proficiency%20Indicators%203-5%20.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Read-Alouds-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Literacy-Talks-Intermediate-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Literature-Circles-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Independent-Reading-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Working-with-Non-Fiction-Texts-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Writing-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Reading-Conferences-Gr.-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Writing-Conferences-Gr-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Writing-Conferences-Gr-3-5-edit.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-3-5/progress-monitoring/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/resources-for-teachers/curriculum/bc-performance-standards



