
COUNTING

K-2

2022

Counting is finding out how many. Counting involves an integrated understanding of quantity, 
language and numeration/symbols.  Being able to recite the numbers names is only one part of 
counting. Counting involves developing a sense of quantities and number relationships  and is 
an important mathematical foundation for K-2 students. It is essential that the student 
understands a quantity represents the number symbol, that numbers can be represented in 
different ways, and how numbers are related and compared.

Counting Principles

• correct sequence of number names
• one-to-one correspondence: saying one number

name for each object
counted.

• cardinality: the last number said is the quantity
counted

• stability: the quantity of a group does not change
if the objects are
rearranged (also known as conservation)

• relative size: which is more than/less than? (also
known as magnitude - visual and symbolic)

• make connections between number names,
quantities and symbols

• counting forwards, backwards and from any starting
point

• base-ten structure: wow do these numbers go

Grade 2 counting extensions

• Counting forward and backwards (to 10, starting at

any given number, to 100, then beyond 100)
• Counting on and back by 1, 2, 10, through

decades (19-20, 40-50)
• Skip counting forward and backwards (cornerstone

for multiplicative understanding)
• Identifying patterns in our place value system

Instructional Strategies
Counting Collections

Choral Counting

Count Around the Circle

Counting Stories

High-Yield Instructional 
Routines videos can be 

found HERE

COUNTING COLLECTIONS


Counting collections is a routine during 
which a pair of students counts a 
collection of materials in different ways, 
developing many counting principles and 
an understanding of our number system. 
More information can be found HERE.


Suggested Resources

Choral Counting and Counting 
Collections by Megan L. Franke et al

How Many? Teacher’s Guide by 
Christopher Danielson


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwD5gaAZPrjYCP4AETsSw88PAZ7XXkXsF
https://coastmetro.ca/k-2-numeracy-foundations/instructional-routines/



