
After Reading Strategies 

 
 

 “Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express oneself in a 

variety of modes. This includes comprehending, making connections, critically 

analyzing, and creating and communicating for a variety of purposes.”  

(B.C. Ministry of Education, 2019) 

 
 

As children read and listen to stories, we want to invite them to think deeply and 
engage with language. Below is a list of strategies that can support students to 

extend their thinking and use new language after reading. 
 
 

After Reading Strategy 

 

Strategy Description 

Re-tell the story 
 

 

 
 

Students can be invited to re-tell the 
story using materials and as much 
new language as they can.  

 
Students can make a video of their 
story re-telling, or can document their 
story by writing/drawing. 
 
**At the end of this document you 

can find examples of graphic 
organizers students can use to help 
plan and write their story re-telling.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Put the words of the story in order 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Students can be invited to work with 
words and sentences from the story.  
 

They can put them in order to re-
create and tell and story or they can 
use the words to create new 
sentences and tell their own version of 
the story.  

 
 



Book, Head, Heart 

 

 
 

 
From: Disrupting Thinking, Why How 
We Read Matters, By Kylene Beers 

and Robert E. Probst (2017) 

When students have finished reading 
part or all of a story, they might think 
about: 

 
What was in the book? 

● What was this book about? 
● Who is telling the story? 
● What does the author want me 

to know? 
 
What is in my head? 

● What surprised me? 
● What changed, challenged or 

confirmed my thinking? 

 
What is in my heart? 

● What do I feel? 
● What did I learn about me? 
● How will this help me to be 

better? 
 
Students can be invited to share their 
thinking orally or in writing.  

 

Resources 
 
Disrupting Thinking by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst 
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Graphic Organizer Examples 
 

 



 



 
 



 


