
                

 

 

Before Reading Strategies 

 

 “Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express oneself in a 

variety of modes. This includes comprehending, making connections, critically 

analyzing, and creating and communicating for a variety of purposes.”  

(B.C. Ministry of Education, 2019) 

 

As children read and listen to stories, we want to invite them to think deeply and 

engage with language. Below is a list of strategies that can prepare students for 

reading. 

 

Before Reading Strategy 

 

Strategy Description  

Explode the image

 

Before reading, choose an image from a 
book and show it to the students. Possible 
questions: 

● What do you see? 
● What do you think? 

● What do you wonder? 
● What stories live in this picture? 

During a zoom session, the teacher can 

show an image to the whole group and 
record all of the students thinking around 

the image. Make sure to point out all of 
the thinking they are doing.  

 
Students can also do this on their own by 
exploding an image at home. They might 

write around the image or make a video 
talking about their thinking. 

 
This strategy is a good way to build 

vocabulary and background knowledge 
before reading. It can also be used to 
spark writing. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



                

 

 

What do you wonder?

 

During a zoom session, show students the 
cover of the book. Ask the students 

“What do you wonder?” and generate a 
list of questions the students have about 

the book or the big idea/concept being 
explored. 

 
Students could also create their own list of 
questions about a text at home.  

 
As students read, they can see if they can 

find answers to some of their wonders. 
Any questions left unanswered might be 
an opportunity for an inquiry or further 

exploration.  
 

What’s the story behind the pictures?

 

Pick 4 or 5 images from the story you are 
about to read.  

 
What might the story behind the pictures 
be?  

 
Students could then create and/or write 

their own stories inspired by the pictures.  
 

You may want to read part of the book 
and ask students to think about how the 
story they wrote might change now that 

they have a little bit more information. 
Has their thinking changed? What 

connections are they making?  
 

Some questions you might ask after 
reading the book: 

● How has your thinking changed? 

● What connections can you make 
between the story you told and 

the story in the book? 
● What surprised you about the story 

in the book? Was the story similar 

to the one you wrote or was it 
unexpected? 

 
 

 
 



                

 

 

Explode the sentence 

 

 

Before reading, choose a sentence from 
a book and write it on the board during a 

zoom session. Work through the sentence 
with the students, unpacking all of its 

possible meanings, welcoming all ideas. 
Record the students’ thinking all around 

the sentence.  
 
Possible questions: 

● What words do you know? What 
do they mean? 

● What words are new or unfamiliar 
to you? 

● What do the words make you think 

about? 
● What connections can you make? 

● What do you wonder about this 
story? 

 
This strategy is a good way to build 
vocabulary and background knowledge 

before reading. It can also be used to 
spark storytelling and/or writing. 

What’s the story behind the words? 

 

 

Pick 4 or 5 key words from the story you 
are about to read. They should be words 

that are important to understanding the 
meaning of the story. 
 

During a zoom session, have students 
unpack each word. Talk about the 

meaning and how the words might be 
connected.  

 
Students could then create and/or write 
their own stories inspired by the words.  
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