
Browsing Bags in the Primary Grades 

 
There are many different kinds of ​literacy centres​ and for different purposes. Browsing bags are one 
example of what is possible when providing students with the opportunity to independently practice 
their reading skills and the strategies taught during small group and whole class reading instruction. 
Our goal is for students to have opportunities to make choices, read accurately, read for 
understanding and to talk about reading throughout each day. Browsing bags are an example of how 
we might weave authentic and joyful reading experiences into our day.  

Purpose 

● Browsing bags can be offered during morning soft starts, as an independent reading centre 
while a teacher is working with a guided reading group, or as an independent reading activity 
after lunch  

● An experience where students build fluency by repeated reading of familiar text 
● Students can apply skills and strategies taught during whole class and small group explicit 

reading instruction  
● Students have the opportunity to read for different purposes and different genres 
● Students engage in authentic reading 
● Students are provided with opportunities for choice and for students to experience joy while 

reading 
● While students engage in browsing bags, the teacher(s) can do some small group, explicit 

reading instruction or 1:1 reading conferences 

The Role of the Teacher 

● Coaching: supporting students with book choices, reading with students, providing feedback 
(comprehension, fluency, reading strategy, etc) 

● Modeling: sitting with students and their browsing bag and demonstrating quality reading 
behaviours 

● Small group lessons: gathering a group who needs a mini lesson with a focus on one 
specific area, skill or strategy 

● Providing space for meaningful independent reading with reading strategies 
● Assessing: doing running records, taking anecdotal notes, and determining what’s next for 

instruction 

“Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express oneself in a variety of 
modes. This includes comprehending, making connections, critically analyzing, and 
creating and communicating for a variety of purposes.” 
 
(B.C. Ministry of Education, 2019) 

https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/learn38/english_language_arts/Documents/Literacy%20Centres%20in%20the%20Primary%20Grades.pdf


Browsing Bags 

The Bags 
 

 

 
 
 

Books can be placed in zip lock bags or magazine folders. 

 
The Books 

 

 
A Dog Book Bag 

 
In collaboration with the Teacher-Librarian, select “just right” books that are 
varied in difficulty, genre, topic and responsive to student interest. You may 
also contact the ​DRC​ to check the availability of district text sets. Consider the 
variety of your texts:  

● Are diverse representations of children and their families included?  
● Are Indigenous voices and perspectives included?  
● Is there an opportunity for cross-curricular learning?  

 
Supporting  

Book Choices  
 

 
 

 
As you invite students to engage with browsing bags, they will have an 
opportunity to grow their reader identity and make reading choices. The power 
of choice increases motivation, engagement and eyes on text. You can support 
your students by having a reflective conversation about the choices they are 
about to make or have been making. For example:  
 

● Books for the Head:​ choose books that are at an appropriate reading 
level and that can support reading goals.  
 

● Books for the Heart​: choose books based on interests and passions, 
regardless of whether they are too challenging or easy. 
 

What choices have the students been making?  
How might they move forward with their goals?  

Are the available texts responsive to the students needs?  
 
 

https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/learn38/libraries/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Routine 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The following sequence can be adjusted to fit your pedagogy and the needs of 
your learners.  

Browsing Bags 
 

1. Choose a browsing bag and look at all the books inside.  
2. Pick one book or poem to read.  
3. Enjoy the book alone, with a partner or with an adult.  
4. Work with your ​reading strategy bookmark​.  
5. When you have finished reading, complete a reading reflection.  

 
      Your reflection should have:  

● Your name and the date.  
● The title of the book and book bag number.  
● A ​connection​ you had while reading, a ​question​ that you wonder about, 

or a ​description of your favourite part​. You may also include a picture.  
 
     * Remember, when you are done, you’ve just begun! If you finish one book,  
       please read another one.  

 
The Reflection 

 
 
 

 

 
Prior to completing the browsing bag experience, invite students to complete 
their reflection(s). 
 
Name: _____________________                 Date: ____________________ 
 
Title of the book: ______________________________________________ 
 
Bag #: ________ 
 
A connection I made….  
 
A question I have…. 
 
My favourite part… 
 
Students can submit their reflection to their teacher or share their reviews on a 
classroom library book review wall.  

https://portal.sd38.bc.ca/learn38/english_language_arts/Documents/English%20bookmark.pdf


 
Appendix 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Browsing Bags 

 

1. Choose a browsing bag and look at all the books inside.  

2. Pick one book or poem to read.  

3. Enjoy the book alone, with a partner or with an adult.  

4. Work with your reading strategy bookmark.  

5. When you have finished reading, complete a reading reflection.  

 

      Your reflection should have:  

● Your name and the date.  

● The title of the book and book bag number.  

● A ​connection​ you had while reading, a ​question​ that you wonder about, or a ​description of your 

favourite part​. You may also include a picture.  

 

     * Remember, when you are done, you’ve just begun! If you finish one book,  

       please read another one.  

Reading Reflection 

 

Name: _____________________                 Date: ____________________ 

 

Title of the book: ______________________________________________ 

 

Bag #: ________ 

 

A connection I made….  

 

A question I have…. 

 

My favourite part… 

 

Students can submit their reflection to their teacher or share their reviews on a classroom library 

book review wall.  



 
 

Reading Strategy Bookmark 
 

 


