
Assessing Comprehension K-2

Here are some ways teachers can gather assessment information 
about comprehension: 

• Observations and conversations during read alouds, literacy talks,
discussions, shared reading, literacy centres, reading response,
guided reading and other whole class or small group literacy
learning experiences

• Observations and conversations during short reading conferences
• Conversations and artifacts where students are able to represent

and share their thinking

What to Say 
Here are some questions and prompts teachers can use to nurture 
comprehension and to collect formative assessment information. 
Choose 1 or 2 prompts that best support the student, at a time. 

What has happened in the story so far? 
What was your favourite part? 
How does this part make you feel? Why? 
How do you think the character feels? Why? 
What do you think will happen next? Why? 
What happened at the beginning of the story? The end? 
What was an important event that happened in the story? 
What does this book remind you of? What connections can you make? 
What is the message or theme of the story? 
What did you already know about this topic? What did you learn? What was 
new information for you? 
What was an important piece of information you read? 

Additional ideas can come from the fully meets column of the performance 
standards

Click here to watch short videos of reading conferences. 

What do you notice? 

What is the teacher doing and saying to support the student’s 
development of comprehension? 

What pieces of information about the student’s understanding of 
the text can we gather from this reading conference? 

Student orally retelling the story Little 
Owl Lost by Chris Haughton.

Click here for sample tracking pages to help monitor student 
progress. 

The BC Performance Standards 
(quick scales) are a tool that can 

support reading assessment. 

Click here 

According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade? 
Click here for an overview document 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/resources-for-teachers/curriculum/bc-performance-standards
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/primary-reading-and-writing-conferences/
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/early-literacy-monitoring-progress-sample-tracking-pages/
http://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Comprehension-Curriculum-connections.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Read-Aloud-Strategies.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Talks.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Centres-in-the-Primary-Grades-1.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Guided-Reading.pdf



