
 

Assessing Concepts of Text K-2

What to Say 
Here are some questions and prompts teachers can use to nurture concepts of 

text and to collect formative assessment information.  
Choose 1 or 2 prompts that best support the student.  

Show me the front of the book.  
Show me the back of the book.  
Show me where you start reading (or writing) on this page.  
Show me which way to go on this line.  
Point to each word as you read it (or as I read it).  
Show me a capital letter. Show me a lower case letter. 
Show me a word that starts with ___ letter.   
Show me the word ____ on this page.  
How many words are in this sentence?  
How do you know that is the end of a sentence? 
Say your sentence slowly. How many words do you need to write? 
Where will you start writing this next word? 
Show me the title of the book.

Here are some ways teachers can gather assessment information 
about concepts of text: 

• Observations during read alouds/shared reading, morning
messages, literacy talks, songs and poems, literacy centres, guided
reading, story/writer’s workshop and other whole class or small
group literacy learning experiences

• Observations and conversations during short reading and writing
conferences or literacy centres

• Click here for examples of feedback frames you can use
for note taking during reading and writing conferences

Click here to watch a video of a reading conference. 
Click here to watch a video of a writing conference.  

What do you notice? 

What is the teacher doing and saying to support the student’s 
development of concepts of text? 

What pieces of information about the student’s understanding of 
concepts of text can we gather from these conferences? 

Click here for sample tracking pages to help monitor 
student progress. 

The BC Performance Standards 
(quick scales) are a tool that can 

support reading and writing 
assessment. 

Click here 

According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade? 
Click here for an overview document 
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