
  

Assessing Decoding In Context K-2

Here are some ways teachers can gather assessment information 
about decoding. Remember to collaborate with your Resource/ELL 

teacher to set just right goals for each student. 

• Observations and conversations during morning messages, literacy 
talks, songs and poems, shared reading, guided reading, literacy 
centres and independent reading 

• Observations and conversations during short reading and writing 
conferences 

• Click here for examples of feedback frames and note 
taking grids you can use during reading and writing 
conferences

What to Say  
Here are some questions and prompts teachers can use to nurture decoding and to 

collect formative assessment information.  
Choose 1 or 2 prompts that best support the student.  

Does that make sense? Does that look right? Does that sound right? 
What strategy can you use to help you read this word? 
Run your finger under the word slowly. Say each sound then blend. 
Let the first part of the word help you. Say the first sound and then think about what the 
word could be.  
Let’s get our mouth ready to say this word together. (Prompt with the first sound) 
Let’s try breaking this word into parts. What parts do you already know how to read/
write? 
What sounds do these letters make when they are together? How can that help us read 
this word? 
That letter makes more than one sound. How can changing the letter sound help you 
read this word? 
Let’s break this word into syllables to help us read it.  
Remember when we read the word ____? How can that help you read this word? 
Where can we find a clue to help us understand what this word means? 
Let’s re-read from here to see if that helps us figure out what word makes sense.  

Click here to watch a video of a reading conference. 

What do you notice?  

What is the teacher doing and saying to support the student 
with learning how to decode? 

What pieces of information about the student’s ability to 
decode text can we gather from this reading conference? 

The EPRA (Early Primary Reading Assessment) is one assessment tool available in our 
district. There are fall, mid-year and spring versions that can be borrowed from the DRC. 

The BC Performance 
Standards (quick scales) 

are a tool that can 
support reading 

assessment. 

Click here 

According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade?  
Click here for an overview document 

Click here for sample tracking pages to 
help monitor student progress. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/resources-for-teachers/curriculum/bc-performance-standards
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/early-literacy-monitoring-progress-sample-tracking-pages/
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Decoding-Curriculum-connections-K-2.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Talks.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Talks.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Teacher-notes-on-teaching-with-Rhymes.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Guided-Reading.pdf
http://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Centres-in-the-Primary-Grades-1.pdf
http://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Centres-in-the-Primary-Grades-1.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Browsing-Bags-in-the-Primary-Grades.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/primary-reading-and-writing-conferences/
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/primary-reading-and-writing-conferences/



