
During Reading: Thinking Strategies 

 
 

 “Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express oneself in a 

variety of modes. This includes comprehending, making connections, critically 

analyzing, and creating and communicating for a variety of purposes.”  

(B.C. Ministry of Education, 2019) 

 
As children read and listen to stories, we want to invite them to think deeply and 

engage with language. Below is a list of strategies that can support students to 
make meaning of a text and engage in deep thinking during reading. 

 

During Reading Thinking Strategy 

 

Strategy Description 

Making Connections 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

What connections can you make as 
you read or listen to a story? 

 

This reminds me of… 

Cela me rappelle de…  

 

Readers can make connections to: 
the text 

themselves 
the world 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Questioning 
 

 

What questions can you ask as you 
read or listen to the story? 

 

Who….    Qui…. 

What….   Quel/ Qu’est-ce que… 

Where….  Où… 

When….  Quand… 

How….  Comment… 

Do/Does….  Est-ce que…. 

How many…   Combien… 

I wonder….  Je me demande… 

Visualizing 

 

 
 

What pictures can you make in your 

head as you read or listen to the 
story? 

 
As you read or listen to the story, you 
can sketch what you are picturing in 

your mind.  
 
Pause your reading. Summarize what 
is happening so far. You can do this 

orally or by writing. 

Inferring 

 

 

What inferences can you make as 
you read or listen to the story? 

 

Readers can look for clues in the 
pictures and/or words to help them 

make meaning beyond the text. 
 

For example:  
In the picture on the left, how is the 

girl feeling? What is happening that is 
making her feel that way? 



Transforming Thinking: Book, Head, 

Heart Strategy 

 

 
 
 

From: Disrupting Thinking, Why How 
We Read Matters, By Kylene Beers 
and Robert E. Probst (2017) 

When you read, you can think about: 
 
What is in the book? 

● What is this about? 
● Who is telling the story? 
● What does the author want me 

to know? 
 

What is in my head? 
● What surprised me? 
● What does the author think I 

already know? 
● What changed, challenged or 

confirmed my thinking? 

● What did I notice? 
 
What is in my heart? 

● What do I feel? 
● What did I learn about me? 

● How will this help me to be 
better? 

 

Resources 

 
Reading Power by Adrienne Gear 
 
Disrupting Thinking by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst 
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