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“Literacy is the ability to make meaning from text and express oneself in a variety
of modes. This includes comprehending, making connections, critically analyzing,
and creating and communicating for a variety of purposes.”

(B.C. Ministry of Education, 2019)

There are many different kinds of literacy centres and for different purposes. The
literacy centres in this handout are just examples of what is possible when designing
literacy centres that give students the opportunity to practice the reading skills and
strategies taught during small group and whole class reading instruction. Our goal is for
students to have opportunities to make choices, read accurately, read for understanding
and to talk about reading throughout each day. These literacy centres are examples of
how we might weave authentic and joyful reading experiences into our day.

Purpose
* Guided and independent reading

Apply skills and strategies taught during whole class and small group explicit reading
instruction

* Read for different purposes and different genres

Authentic reading

Provide opportunities for choice and for students to experience joy while reading

Provide opportunities for the teacher to do some small group, explicit reading

instruction or reading conferences

*

The Role of the Teacher

*

Coaching: Reading with students, giving feedback

* Modeling: Sitting with kids at a centre and demonstrating quality reading behaviours

* Small group lessons: Gathering a group who needs a mini lesson with a focus on one
specific area, skill or strategy

Assessing- Doing running records, taking anecdotal notes, and determining what's
next for instruction




Literacy centre

What the students do

Materials

Browsing bags

A centre where students build
fluency by repeated reading
of familiar text.

Zip lock bags or magazine
folders for each student

Kids rock out while reading
songs into the microphone

Microphones from the dollar
store, song books or poems.

Relax and enjoy books at the
beach. Don’t forget your
sunglasses.

beach towels or mats,
sunglasses, beach bags and
special books.

Reassemble the poem using
the master poem. When done,
read the poem with the
special pointer.

familiar poems cut into strips,
ziplock bags, master poem on
the front of the bags, special
pointers




Children choral read, echo
read, read with a friend or
read on their own. Special
pointers can jazz up this
centre.

4-6 duotangs of familiar
poems and songs that have
been taught and practiced as a
class.

Have fun with books. Read
like the teacher.

Books that have been read out
loud to the class, glasses with
lenses removed and neck ties.

Read and practice plays with
an opportunity to present to
the class or another group at
the end of the session.

A variety of reader’s theatre
plays (different degrees of
difficulty)

A focus on oral language
development, students work
together to use the characters
and tell a story. Students can
present the story at the end or
illustrate the story and write it
down.

a variety of animals and
figurines (can be purchased at
$ store)

Read and tell jokes to other
students at the centres. As an
extension, have students write
their own jokes and
contribute to the collection.

Joke books or pages of jokes
printed from a web search.




Read like a scientist

Students explore their
wonders. Extension: write
their own did you knows.

A collection of I wonder... or
Did you know books....

This is centre is a great centre
for reading to follow
directions. Students read the
words and/or pictures to learn
to draw different people and
objects.

Drawing books or pages of
drawing directions.

Students use the magnifying
glasses to read the mini
books.

Mini books, magnifying
glasses.

Read to a stuffie

Students read to a stuffed
animal.

Stuffed animals, books




Read around the world

Students read their books into
one of the telephones

Old telephones and books

Jungle reading/farm
reading

Read information books
about different animals
related to the masks being
worn

Animal face masks made of
foam available at Dollarama
and books (e.g. jungle masks,
jungle book.)

Students create mini stories
using characters from books
that have been read to the
class. Example after reading
Piggie and Elephant books,
students create their own
Piggie and Elephant story.

blank mini books stapled
together, photocopied
pictures of the characters

Students use the laser pointers
to track the print as they read
information books. Can add
in a written component (What
I learned... What I wonder...)

Space fact books and mini
finger laser pointers.




Reading and following
directions: paper folding
and string games

Following directions that
include reading pictures and
written directions can be
challenging. This improves
reading, but also gives
practice in following
directions.

Following direction books or
pages from the internet that
teach children to make paper
airplanes, play finger string
games or origami

Read like a traveler

Read travel information about
different cities and countries
in the world.

Extension: Write a list of the
different sights you would
like to see.

Pamphlets, brochures or
travel guides from around the
world

Students choose one sticker
and then use that sticker to
create a story by drawing
and/or writing.

Paper, stickers and writing
materials

Listening centre:
Tumblebooks or Epic books
on the iPad
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TumbleBoolkes

Lock the ipad onto Tumble
Books by going into
Settings-Accessibility-Guided
Access. This ensures students
can be independent at this
centre and can listen to
different stories.

4-6 ipads, head sets for each
ipad




pige dans le lac

Practice oral vocabulary for
playing card games, taking
turns, and asking questions.

2 decks of cards, vocabulary
for Pige dans le lac

Practice identifying the
number of syllables in the
words on the word cards.
Place a counter on the leaf
that corresponds with the
number of syllables.

Word cards, syllable tree
(I’arbre), counters (jetons)

la course des trains

Students choose a word then
count how many syllables are
in each word and move their
counter along the train track.

Counters, partners

Students sort the ice cream
cones according to the blends
found in each word.

Ice cream cones, ice cream
SCO0pS

La pizzeria

Practice oral language using
the pizzeria. Students create
pizzas using the crust, sauce,
cheese, and toppings.

Pizzeria script, crusts, sauce,
cheese, toppings




Les lettres fantImes

Using the ghosts, students
identify the parts of the words
that are silent.

word cards, ghosts

Using the word cards,
students identify the
graphemes in each of the
words and place the word
card on the schoolhouse that
corresponds with the number
of graphemes eg. M-ai-s-on

(4)

Schoolhouses or haunted
houses, word cards

Making words

Students can spell their
names, write the room, and
make familiar words with the
letters.

Variety of letters

Making sentences

Students create their own
sentences using the word
cards with words from
familiar books or stories.
Extension: write the
sentences on a whiteboard or
clipboard and have a friend
read your sentence.

Vocabulary cards and/or
sentences from books that
have been cut up into words

Qui va gagner?
Who would win?

— QUI— —
VA GAGNER?
OVLE ' 2

FERRY PALLOTTA
ELVSTRATZONS o
ROS BOLSTER

Students make their own mini
books inspired by Qui va
gagner?

Mini books




Savais-tu?

Students make their own mini
books inspired by Savais-tu?

Mini books

Les virelangues
Tongue Twisters

E Y

Students read the tongue
twisters while developing
their phonological awareness
and oral language

Tongue twisters are key rings
(4-5 sets)

What About Kindergarten?

Literacy centres in Kindergarten can focus on having the students practice reading and book

handling behaviours, working with the letters of the alphabet, and beginning to explore reading

strategies. Many of the literacy centres described above can be used in Kindergarten, however,

here are some other ideas to try with Kindergarten students.

Literacy centre

What the students do

Spend time reading familiar books using
memory and the illustrations




Read and re-read familiar poems.

If they are on word cards in a pocket chart,
students can take the poem apart and put it
back together

Engage with the letters of the alphabet while
working on puzzles

Playdough

P'.GIE-'{iough
Leftters

Practice letter formation
Make familiar words like their name

Wikki sticks

Practice letter formation
Make familiar words




Whiteboards or chalkboards

Draw and write - this can support the
development of fine motor skills

Make letters or words

Make names or familiar words - this could be
vocabulary words, sight words, environmental
print







