
Click here for sample tracking pages to help monitor student 
progress. 

Click here to watch a video of a reading conference. 
Click here to watch a video of a writing conference. 

What do you notice?  

What is the teacher doing and saying to support the student’s understanding of word patterns and phonics? 

What pieces of information about the student’s understanding of phonics can we gather from these conferences? 

How does this student’s understanding of phonics support their growth as a reader and writer?

Here are some ways teachers can gather assessment 
information about phonics: 

• Observations during morning messages, literacy talks, read
alouds/shared reading, literacy centres, guided reading,
word work, story/writer’s workshop and other whole class or
small group literacy learning experiences

• Observations and conversations during short reading and
writing conferences

• Student writing as artifacts where students are able to show
their understanding of phonics as they write to communicate
their ideas

Assessing Phonics - K-2

What to Say 
Here are some questions and prompts teachers can use to nurture 

phonics development and to collect formative assessment 
information.  

Choose 1 or 2 prompts that best support the student.  

Show me the letter ___ on the page. 
Show me the word ___ on the page. How do you know? 
Find 2 words that start with the same letter. What letter is it? 
Show me a word with ____ blend/digraph/vowel team.  
What sound do these letters make when they are together (word 
families, blends, digraphs, vowel teams etc.)?  
What other words can you think of that have the same letter 
pattern? 
Think about what you know about how to write _____ word. How 
can you use that to help you write _____ word? 
We know how to read/write _____. If we change the first letter (last 
letter, middle vowel sound etc.), what new word does that make? 
What can you get me to find on this page? (Student asks teacher 
to find something on the page)

The BC Performance Standards 
(quick scales) are a tool that 

can support reading and writing 
assessment. 

Click here 

According to our BC curriculum, what are the proficiency indicators for each grade? 
Click here for an overview document 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/teach/resources-for-teachers/curriculum/bc-performance-standards
https://youtu.be/kQOIRzJn1o8
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/primary-reading-and-writing-conferences/
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/primary-reading-and-writing-conferences/
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Phonics-Curriculum-connections-K-2.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/pillars-of-literacy-k-2/early-literacy-monitoring-progress-sample-tracking-pages/
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Talks.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Read-Aloud-Strategies.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Read-Aloud-Strategies.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Literacy-Centres-in-the-Primary-Grades-1.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Guided-Reading.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Story-Workshop-Optimize.pdf
https://coastmetro.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Writing-in-Early-Primary.pdf



