
What did I notice as the children were playing? 
How did this inform my planning? 

Lots of their stories during play were inspired by our time 
outside. Their observations about seasonal changes and 
what is happening in the natural world were coming to 
life in their stories.  
• Put out materials inspired by nature and local plants 

and animals 

Different students were inspired by different materials to 
create and tell their stories. Choice in materials helped to 
create access points and engagement for all students.  
• Put out lots of different kinds of materials, including loose 

parts, water colours, clay, and wooden blocks  

The children loved looking at books and being read to. 
They were inspired by picture books to become authors 
and to create and publish their own stories. 
• Read picture books as mentor texts to think about how 

authors tell and capture stories 
• Made lots of different kinds of paper and writing 

materials available to children to invite them to capture 
their stories as authors

How can language and story be a source of creativity and joy? 
A story of the connections between play, storytelling, oral language and writing

How does the curriculum come alive in 
these playful experiences? 

I can create stories using a variety of materials 
and for a variety of purposes.  

I can share my stories with others. I can tell my 
stories and listen to other people’s stories.  
I can be an author and capture my stories 
with drawing and writing. 

I can collaborate with others to use the 
materials. 
I can deepen my understanding of myself, 
my family, and others in our community by 
telling and listening to stories.

What questions did we explore as a learning 
community? 

What stories do we have to share with the world? 

How does sharing our stories help us learn more about 
ourselves and others? 

How do different materials help bring our stories to life? 

How can we capture our stories as authors?


